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HOW RELIABLE ARE THEY?

Most aspecis ol building construction electricol wiring, heating,
sanitary focilines —— represant o potential hazard 1o building occupants
ard users. Building codas provide sofeguards. Although no code can
eliminate oll risks, reducing risk to an occeptoble level helps

WHAT IS A BUILDING CODE?

Practically, it is the gavernment’s official statement on building sofety
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WHAT IF | WANT TO DO A BUILDING PROJECT MYSELF?
Building deportments hove purmphlets and brochures explaining, in detol,
how 1o obtain permits and design and construct o safe building. Inquire
vathin your locol community

WHY SHOULD MINIMUM SAFETY CODES APPLY TO MY
OWN HOUSE?
For several recsons:

» For your personal safety, and that of your family, ond the guests invited

» To ensura the economic well-being of
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» for the onservation of energy
> lo protect future home purchosers who deseve reasonable ossurenie
that tha home they buy vall be sale
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SUPPORT
BUILDING
SAFETY!

For more information about building codes
and local requirements, contact your local
building depariment below:

City of Baytown
Building Services
2401 Market St.
Baytown, TX 77520
(281) 420-6537
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www.iccsafe.org
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BUILDING CODES
HOW DO THEY HELP YOU?

The regulation of building
consruction is not a recent phenomenon. |f
can be troced through recorded history for
more than 4,000 years. Through time,
people have become increasingly aware of
their ability to avoid the catastrophic

consequences of building construction failures.

In cody Americo, Georgo Washington and Thomos Jefferson encouroged the
develogment of building regulations 1o provide for minimum stondords that would
ensure health and sofety. Today, most of the United States s coveted by o network of
modem building regulations ranging in coveroge from fire and structural safety o
heatth, security, and conservation of energy.

Public safety is not the only byproduct offarded by modern codes. Architedts, engineers,
contractors, and others in the building community con toke advantage of the larest

technologicol odvences accommodated by these codes with viable savings fo the consumer.

For codes to be effective, on understanding ond cooperative relationship must exist benween
building officiols and the groups they sove — homeowners, developers, urban planners ond
designers, and others in the construction industry. Codes must therefore be responsive to the
governmant's ead o proect the public. They must provide due process for all offected and keep
pae with ropidly changing technology. These communities can work together to dovelop ond
maintoin codes.

Dusing the early 19005, model bulding codes were outhored by the code enforcement officiols of
various communities wilh key ossistance from oll sogments of the building industry. Now, mode!
codes ure the entral regulatory basis for the administration of progroms in cities, counties, ond
states throughout the United States. They simply represent o collective undertoking, whith shores
the cost o code development ond maintenance whil ensuring uniformity of reguluticns so that the
odvantages f technclogy can be optimized.

Building safety code enforcement has historicolly been accomplished by dehiaying the costs of
administrotion through o system of fees reloting to o spedific project — o syster that is self
supporting. These lees are generally less thon one percent of the overall cost of the building
project. Public protection s thus obtoined in o cost-offoctive manner with the ontire protess,
from plan review to fiold inspection, carried out in a professional manner. The sysiem is so well
developed that the true complexity of the process is obscure to many. It is for the purpose of
creating oworeness of this important public service that this pamphlet is provided.

For further information, contad your local building department.




