


Avoiding Flood Damage 
' ♦ Contact your local 

Red Cross chapter, 

emergency manage 

ment office, plan 

ning and zoning 

department, or local 

National Weather 

Service office for 

information about the flood risk in your area. 

How can 

I help protect 

my family 

and home 

from floods 

In addition, any one of these organizations may 

be able to provide additional resources and infor 

mation on ways to reduce potential damage. 

♦ Avoid building in a floodplain. Some communi 

ties do not allow construction in known flood-

plains. If there are no restrictions, and you are 

building in a floodplain, take precautions, such as 

elevating or reinforcing your home to make it less 

likely that it will be damaged during a flood. 

♦ Talk to your insurance agent about flood insur 

ance. Homeowners' policies do not cover flood 

ing. Ask about the National Flood Insurance 

Program (NFIP). Remember there is a 30-day 

waiting period after purchasing flood insurance 

before it goes into effect—purchase early! 

♦ Keep copies of insurance policies and other 

important documents in a safe place less likely to 

be damaged during a flood, such as a waterproof 

box, a safe-deposit box, or with a friend or relative 

across town. You may need quick, easy access to 

these documents. 

♦ If flood conditions are present, listen to local 

weather and news reports. If told to evacuate, do 

so using your evacuation plan! Be sure to take all 

necessary medications. Also, remember to make 

arrangements for your pets. 

♦ Avoid driving in already flooded areas, and areas 

subject to sudden flooding. Do not attempt to 

cross roadways that have water flowing across 

them. 

Are there 

actions! 

can take to 

make my 

home safer 

There are many meas 

ures that will improve 

your home's resistance 

to flood damage. 

Several of these simple 

measures you can do 

yourself. Others must 

be done by a profession 

al (indicated in italics). 

♦ If a flood is imminent, move valuables out of 

your basement or first floor to the second floor 

or higher. 

♦ Anchor fuel tanks securely to a solid foundation. 

Make sure vents and fill-line openings are above 

projected flood levels. 

♦ Raise and secure your air conditioner, furnace, water 

heater, washer and dryer, and electrical panel to at 

least 12 inches above the base flood elevation, 

if not to a higher floor or the attic. An undamaged 

water heater may be your best source of fresh water 

after a flood. 

♦ Have backflow valves installed in your plumbing's 

sewer traps to prevent flood waters from backing up 

into the drains of your home. 

♦ Seal walls and openings in basements with water 

proofing compounds to avoid seepage through cracks. 

While you can take many simple mitigation 

measures, others must be done by professionals. 

For more information, talk to a professional 

builder, architect, or contractor. 

Note: If you hire a contractor, be sure he or she 

is qualified to do the job. Be wary of people who 

drive through neighborhoods offering help in 

cleaning up or repairing your home. Ask for 

references. Check with your local government 

for a list of licensed contractors. 

If a flood is threaten 

ing, bring outdoor 

belongings, such 

as patio furniture, 

indoors. You can also 

secure items such as 

barbeque grills by bolt 

ing them to decks or 

patios or by attaching them to ground anchors 

with cables or chains. 

I've taken 

care of inside 

my home. 

What about 

outside 

The straps and ground anchors used for manufac 

tured homes also can be used to anchor outbuild 

ings, especially small garden sheds, which are 

usually not placed on a permanent foundation. 

You can secure trash cans with cables or chains 

attached to ground anchors or to wood posts 

firmly embedded in the ground. Trash can lids 

should be tied to cans with cables or chains. 

You can also remove debris from nearby culverts, 

streams and channels to allow the free flow of 

potential floodwaters. Be sure to clean storm 

drains and gutters and remove debris from your 

property to allow the free flow of potential flood-

water. 

I've already 

been flooded. 

What do 

I do now 

After a flood, your 

home and its contents 

may look beyond hope, 

but many of your 

belongings can proba 

bly be restored. The 

Red Cross and FEMA 

have developed a step-

by-step guide. Repairing Your Flooded Home, that 

you can use after a flood. Copies of this guide are 

available free by calling FEMA at 1 -800-480-2520 

or by contacting your local chapter of the 

American Red Cross. Ask for FEMA 234 or 

ARC 4477. It is also available on the Internet 

at www.redcross.org/disaster/safety/reptoc.html. 


